
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q Are there any resistant 
varieties? 

A ‘Greenfinch’, ‘Invicta’ and the 

red varieties ‘Pax’ and ‘Rokula’ 
have some resistance to American 
gooseberry mildew.  

 

Q What is gooseberry sawfly? 

A A common gooseberry pest, 

the larvae do the damage. 
 

Q How do I recognise this pest? 

A Sawfly larvae look similar to 

caterpillars, but they have shinier 
skins and, in addition to the three 
pairs of legs at the front, each 
other segment of the body has a 
pair of fleshy pro-legs. They are 
pale green and grow up to 20mm 
long; two species are covered 
with small, black spots. 

Three species of sawfly affect 
gooseberries: gooseberry sawfly 
(Nematus ribesii); pale 
gooseberry sawfly (Pristiphora 
pallipes) and lesser gooseberry 
sawfly (N.leucotrochus).  

 

Q Tell me more about 
gooseberry sawfly. 

A Overwintering pupae hatch in 

April and lay eggs on the young 
leaves in rows parallel to the 
main vein. The larvae feed 
voraciously for about a month, 
and then pupate. The flies 

Q What is gooseberry mildew? 

A There are two forms of this 

fungal disease. American 
gooseberry mildew (Sphaerotheca 
mors-uvae), which was 
introduced to Britain around 
1900, is common and debilitating. 
European gooseberry mildew 
(Microsphaera grossulariae) is 
less common and much less 
severe in its effects. 

 

Q How can I recognise the 
disease? 

A American gooseberry mildew 

appears as a white powder on 
young shoots and rapidly spreads 
to older leaves and shoots. The 
plant can turn greyish-white all 
over, with distorted shoot tips 
that may also die back. It affects 
the fruit, rendering them brown 
and felty with age. The mildew 
can be scraped off affected fruit; 
they are still edible, though are 
often small and tasteless. 

European mildew produces a 
light powdering and may well go 
unnoticed in summer, but is 
normally visible as dark spots on 
fallen leaves in winter. 

 

Q Is gooseberry mildew found 
on other plants? 

A It affects some blackcurrants, 

but other plants can be affected 
by other types of mildew. 

Q How serious is American 
gooseberry mildew? 

A It is rarely fatal, but it weakens 

the plant and spoils the fruit. 
 

Q What’s the best way to 
control it? 

A Prune out badly affected shoots 

and fruit. 
 

Q Can any preventive measures 
be taken? 

A Do not feed unless the bushes 

crop poorly, then use sulphate of 
potash (70g per sq m) rather than 
growmore.  

Prune the bushes to thin 
growth in the centre and remove 
overcrowded shoots to help 
prevent the humid air conditions 
in which the disease thrives.  

There are chemicals approved 
for use on fruit, but in our trials 
they were not sufficiently 
effective for us to recommend. 

If blackcurrants are affected, 
collect up and burn fallen leaves, 
as the spores overwinter on them. 
This is not worthwhile with 
gooseberries as the spores 
overwinter in the buds. 

When planting new bushes, 
choose an open, sunny spot and 
do not overcrowd them. 

 
 

American gooseberry mildew and gooseberry sawfly can cause serious problems, but 
controls are available and preventative measures can be taken. 
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emerge three weeks later. Each 
year two or three generations 
develop. 

 

Q What damage do gooseberry 

sawfly do? 

A The sawfly larvae eat their 

way through the leaves from the 
edge inwards, often leaving the 
midrib. When they occur in large 
numbers they are able to 
defoliate a bush within a week. 
The fruit is not affected, but the 
loss of a significant number of 
leaves will lessen the vigour of 
the bush and may reduce fruiting 
the following year.  
 
 

Q Will it attack other plants? 

A Gooseberry sawfly also attacks 

red- and whitecurrants, and a 
close relation feeds on 
blackcurrants.  

 

Q How can I control this pest? 

A Check bushes regularly. Eggs 

are often laid low down in the 
centre of the bush, so it’s easy to 
miss the larvae until lots of 
damage has been done. The 
simplest control is to pick off the 
larvae by hand. Alternatively, use 
an insecticide approved for fruit 
such as BugClear Gun! For Fruit 
and Veg or PY Insect Killer 
Powder. The biological caterpillar 
control Bacillus thuringiensis does 

not work against sawfly larvae. 
Even after controlling an 
outbreak, keep checking the 
bushes, as surviving larvae will 
become adults in a few weeks, 
ready to start the life cycle again. 
 

What else does Which? Gardening offer? 
Which? Gardening is the only truly independent gardening magazine. We don’t accept advertising, free 
product samples from manufacturers or free plants from nurseries. This gives us the freedom we need to 
report the facts about the products, plants and companies we put to the test. 
 

In each issue you’ll find: 
 News stories to keep you up to date with developments in gardening and horticulture 
 Our thoroughly researched testing reports which reveal the Best Buy tools, chemicals and equipment 
 Details of the best new plants and products 
 Plant trials which highlight the best value plants for your garden 
 Design ideas to inspire you 
 Plant profiles packed with detailed information about popular plants 
 New growing techniques to save you time, money and effort 
 Membership benefits – including offers, competitions, give-aways and much more. 

 

Nationwide trials 
No-one works harder than Which? Gardening to find the best plants, products and techniques for your garden.  
We carry out tests and trials throughout Britain, including government test sites, universities and the state-of-
the-art Consumer Research and Testing Centre at Milton Keynes. Many trials take place behind closed doors, 
but you can visit our Trial Gardens at Capel Manor College in north London. 
 

Member benefits and services 
 Free expert advice during our regular phone-ins 
 Over 180 factsheets available online and on request 
 Members’ trials that give thousands of our members the opportunity to test new plants and techniques  
 A soil analysis service to help you get the most from your plot 
 Much more on our Which? Gardening website www.which.co.uk/gardening 


