
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q How do I control it? 

A If an outbreak is limited to a 

few leaves, pick them off before 
the blisters redden, and dispose 
of them. If the problem is 
widespread, removing the leaves 
is not only impractical but could 
do more harm than good. There is 
no chemical control, but the 
mites don't have any serious 
adverse affect on tree growth or 
fruiting.  
 

 
Q Are there any resistant  
kinds available? 

A Most sorts of pear seem to be 

affected – we don’t know of any 
resistant varieties. 
 

 
Q Can it be prevented? 

A Not directly, but reducing 

water stress will help. If planting 
new trees on well-drained soil, 
incorporate lots of organic 
material to improve water-
holding. Mulch trees in spring to 
conserve water, and water in 
drought conditions. 

Q What is pear-leaf  
blister mite? 

A It is a microscopic gall mite 

(Eriophyes pyri) which afflicts the 
leaves of pears and some related 
trees, particularly rowan, 
whitebeam and wild service tree. 
It is extremely small, 0.2mm 
long, and is visible only with the 
help of a hand lens. However, the 
blisters are easy to spot. At first, 
they are about 2-5 mm in 
diameter, but they soon spread 
over the leaves. 
 

 
Q Is it common? 

A It is most common in the south 

of England. At one time it was 
controlled by lime sulphur sprays. 
These are no longer available, so 
blister mite has become more 
common. Bush, cordon and wall-
grown trees can be affected very 
badly. The problem often occurs 
on trees that are suffering stress – 
particularly lack of water. 
 

 
Q When should I expect 
damage? 

A Pear-leaf blister mites spend 

the winter under the outer scales 
of buds. When the buds swell in 
spring the adults lay eggs in the 
bud scales. Both the adults and 
the newly hatched young move 
out and feed on the unfurling 
leaves and flowers. Blistering 
develops at this time but is less 

noticeable than later attacks. 
A new generation is hatched 

around petal fall. These get into 
the leaves through the wounds 
left by the first generation; they 
feed inside the blisters. These 
blacken, and, as the leaf tissue 
dies, mites move into nearby 
blisters or shoot tips to feed. 
There are several generations 
each summer. By early autumn 
the mites are on the move again 
to find winter shelter beneath the 
scales of fruit buds. 
 

 
Q What symptoms should I look 
out for? 

A Pink-red blisters occur on young 

leaves in spring. Later they appear 
as small, raised bumps on the 
leaves, clustered around the 
midrib. They start green, redden, 
and eventually the whole leaf may 
blacken and fall.  
 In severe attacks the fruit 
stalks and fruits are also distorted 
and may fall early. Look out for 
scab-like pustules on the fruits 
from petal fall onwards. 
 

 
Q What could I mistake it for? 

A Pear rust mites (Epitrimerus 

piri) can cause browning on the 
leaf undersides and russeting 
around the eye of the fruit. 
 

 
 

Leaf damage in pears and related plants is very likely to be caused by pear-leaf blister mite. 
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What else does Which? Gardening offer? 
Which? Gardening is the only truly independent gardening magazine. We don’t accept advertising, free 
product samples from manufacturers or free plants from nurseries. This gives us the freedom we need to 
report the facts about the products, plants and companies we put to the test. 
 

In each issue you’ll find: 
 News stories to keep you up to date with developments in gardening and horticulture 
 Our thoroughly researched testing reports which reveal the Best Buy tools, chemicals and equipment 
 Details of the best new plants and products 
 Plant trials which highlight the best value plants for your garden 
 Design ideas to inspire you 
 Plant profiles packed with detailed information about popular plants 
 New growing techniques to save you time, money and effort 
 Membership benefits – including offers, competitions, give-aways and much more. 

 

Nationwide trials 
No-one works harder than Which? Gardening to find the best plants, products and techniques for your garden.  
We carry out tests and trials throughout Britain, including government test sites, universities and the state-of-
the-art Consumer Research and Testing Centre at Milton Keynes. Many trials take place behind closed doors, 
but you can visit our Trial Gardens at Capel Manor College in north London. 
 

Member benefits and services 
 Free expert advice during our regular phone-ins 
 Over 180 factsheets available online and on request 
 Members’ trials that give thousands of our members the opportunity to test new plants and techniques  
 A soil analysis service to help you get the most from your plot 
 Much more on our Which? Gardening website www.which.co.uk/gardening 


