Plum pocket

Plum pocket, which is caused by a fungus, can play havoc with a plum crop, but it may not
affect the tree again for several years.

Q What is plum pocket?

A It is considered a rare fungal

disease of plums, though many of
our readers have reported attacks

on plums and cherry plums in
recent years.

Q How do | recognise plum
pocket?

A Look out for long and narrow,

crooked or lop-sided fruits. To
begin with, the fruits look pale

green and smooth on the outside.

When cut open they are pocket-
like, with an empty space where
the stone should be. The fruit

goes on to develop a spore layer
on the skin, which gives it a
mealy, creamy-grey covering. It
becomes wrinkled and may swell,
becoming spongy inside. The fruit
shrivels and falls prematurely. The
twigs are also affected.

QWhat causes plum pocket?

A 1t’s caused by a fungus,

Taphrina pruni, related to the
fungus that causes peach leaf
curl. The fungus spends the winter
in infected shoots and old fruits
and is spread to new leaves by
spores borne on air currents and
in splashes from rain.

More than just a magazine

Gardening Which? is the only truly independent gardening magazine. We don’t accept advertising, free product
samples from manufacturers or free plants from nurseries. This gives us the freedom we need to report the facts
about the products, plants and companies we put to the test.

Nationwide trials

Q How can | prevent plum

pocket?

A Collect and burn or consign to
the bin all affected fruit to
reduce the level of infection next
year. If you see any diseased
twigs, cut these out too. The
good news is that the disease is
unlikely to affect the whole crop
at once, and may not recur again
for several years.

Q How do | control plum
pocket?

A There is no effective control
for this problem.

No-one works harder than Gardening Which? to find the best plants, products and techniques for your garden. We
carry out tests and trials throughout Britain, including government test sites, universities and the state-of-the-art
Consumer Research and Testing Centre at Milton Keynes. Many trials take place behind closed doors, but you can

visit our Trial Gardens at Capel Manor College in north London.
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Free expert advice during our regular phone-ins

Groundbreakers trials that give thousands of our members the opportunity to test new plants and techniques
A soil analysis service to help you get the most from your plot
Much more on our Gardening Which? website www.which.co.uk/gardeningwhich



