
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

diseases. The combination of 
cane blight, spur blight and a 
third fungus (Fusarium culmorum) 
results in young shoots dying back 
and is known as midge blight. An 
outbreak of this may be the first 
indication of cane-midge 
infestation. If you examine the 
canes you will see areas of split 
and damaged bark with black or 
brown tissue underneath. In mid-
summer you may also see the 
grubs under the bark – they are 
pink, up to 4mm long, and there 
can be hundreds per cane. For 
more information on disease 
problems, ask for GWF222 
Raspberry cane diseases. 
 

Q Tell me more about it. 

A The cane midges (Resseliella 

theobaldi) emerge from pupae in 
May and June and lay their eggs 
in splits in the bark of young 
raspberry canes when they are 
20-30cm high. They do not attack 
mature canes. The larvae feed 
under the bark for two or three 
weeks, then drop to the soil to 
pupate. There are three 
generations in a typical year in 
southern England, and two 
further north. They overwinter in 
the soil either as pupae or as 
dormant larvae. ‘Glen Clova’, 
‘Glen Moy’, ‘Malling Jewel’ and 
‘Malling Promise’ are particularly 
susceptible to cane-midge 
damage, as the bark of their 

Q What is raspberry beetle? 

A An inconspicuous beetle 

(Byturus tomentosus) with a grub 
that feeds on raspberries and 
other cane fruit. 
 

Q How do I recognise it? 

A The adult beetle is pale brown, 

around 4mm long and covered in 
short hairs. The grubs reach 8mm 
long, have a creamy-white body 
with pale-brown marks on the 
back, a brown head and three 
pairs of legs. 
 

Q Tell me more about raspberry 
beetles. 

A The adult beetles emerge from 

the soil from April to June and 
are good fliers. They feed on the 
flowers of the rose family, 
starting with apple, pear and 
hawthorn, then move on to soft 
fruit to lay their eggs in the 
flowers. The grubs first feed on 
the outside of the fruit, then 
move into the central plug. Once 
fully grown, the grubs leave the 
ripe fruit, drop to the ground and 
pupate in the soil. 
 

Q How serious is the damage? 

A If present in large numbers, 

the adults can do significant 
damage to the flowers, with 
many fruits being malformed or 

not developing at all. However, 
this does not happen very often; 
the larvae are far more of a 
problem as the immature grubs 
spoil the fruit. They produce 
characteristic dried-out and 
blackened areas near the plug in 
the centre where they have eaten 
some of the developing drupelets 
– the tiny segments which make 
up this type of fruit. 
 

Q How do I control it? 

A If you see grubs on the surface 

of the berries they can be sprayed 
with a contact insecticide based 
on pyrethrum or rotenone. Ready-
to-use pyrethrum-based sprays are 
convenient to use. 
 

Q What if I don’t want to spray? 

A Most grubs will have left the 

fruit by the time it is ready to 
pick, or will be removed with the 
plug. The others should be 
removed, along with any damaged 
areas, as the fruit is prepared. 
 

Q What is cane midge? 

A A small, reddish-brown fly. It is 

the larvae that feed on the canes. 
 

Q How do I recognise it? 

A In itself, cane midge does not 

do a great deal of harm but, by 
damaging the canes, it lets in 

Raspberry-beetle grubs feed on the fruit; cane midge causes damage, letting in diseases. 
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young canes tends to split 
naturally at the right time of year 
for egg-laying. 
 

Q How do I control it? 

A There is no chemical 

treatment approved for cane 
midge. Even if the midges were 
controlled, the damage would 
encourage fungal problems, so 
badly infested canes are best cut 
out and burned. 
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